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EDITORIAL 





Thanksgiving In 
Retrospect 


The Day has passed. One wonders often if the 
custom, — the institution has not passed with it! 
Between the New Deal and the Fair Deal, the pig- 
skin, the auto, the turkey and pumpkin, and riches 
incalculable, a GREAT DEAL that Thanksgiving 
once was, has vanished! Thanksgiving, let us re- 
member, is a peculiarly American institution, though 
rooted back in Hebrew history. 


Founded by godly folk, our origin is unique. 
With three thousand miles of water on each side, our 
location is unique. Growing from scattered origins 
towards independence, and welded in the fires of 
internecine strife into a nation one and indivisible, 
our history is unique. The United States of America 
seems indeed to be “the Second Israel of God,” 
fitted and ordained to lead because of origin, loca- 
tion, and history, not a pampered pet but a pattern 
for posterity, as also a power for the present, and 
we trust a prophesy for the future. If this be 
braggadocio, and it is not, let our enemies make the 
most of it. But if it be confession and gratitude 
and humble thanksgiving to the Lord God of 
Nations and of individuals, which it is, let our own 
people do likewise! For a Jeshurun which has waxed 
fat and kicked, to entertain these sentiments is in- 
solence: for a godly people to recognize them, is the 
acceptance of obligation and responsibility before 
God and man. 


Thanksgiving Day is part and parcel of the 
history of the United States. And no other nation 
knows it as we once did. Can it be that a nation is 
like a child? As the years increase, reverence for 
the traditional and time-honored tends to fade 
away. Are we like children who are happy and con- 
tented with a few homemade and perhaps broken 
toys, enchanted all the day with simple things, and 
obedient to parental instructions and customs; but 
when wealth corrupts the simplicity of childhood, 
those same children are content with nothing, 
though surrounded by all the mechanical and 
factory-made toys that money can buy? Have we 
received our desires only to have leanness sent into 
our souls? To whom much is given, of his will 
much be required—a Thanksgiving text from the 


Book. 


Time was when all the family went to Church 
for Divine Worship on Thanksgiving Day in the 
morning—all save perhaps one, to baste the turkey. 
But we have seen strange things. There are young- 
sters who do not know Thanksgiving; and there are 
grown-ups who are too busy to hold one special 
working day sacred—one day out of the week of 
business, in one week out of the year of pleasure 
and profit. Ergo these folk decide to set one-half 
hour of thanks on the regular (?) prayer meeting 
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night of the previous day! That would be more con- 
venient, less taxing. (There may be startling con- 
nection between that move and more “taxing” now) 
Then the same economical and shrewd spirit argued 
that it might be more feasible and less of a sacrifice 
(if not imposition), to make Thanksgiving observ- 
ance on the Sabbath day before the last ‘Thursday 
in November. So it was done: the birthright was 
practically bartered now. And further, the President 
of the United States, in parsimonious mood, to 
stimulate business, proclaimed for “Thanksgiving 
Day, the next to the last Thursday, albeit the same 
month. The former date was tardily discovered to 
be too close to Christmas for proper squandering. 
We must be concerned, above other considerations, 
for the best interests of merchandizing: there should 
be an adequate period of recovery before the next 
commercial invasion of the family budget (which 
was formerly known and celebrated as Christmas). 


We lost something fine in life when we lost 
what Thanksgiving signifies; more desires satisfied, 
more leanness. One fateful allied result, blazoned 
against the stark background of world crises, is the 
decline in the calibre of leadership in our land. 
For there is a direct connection between ability and 
godliness, and alliance of Deity and statesmanship. 
The generalship of Joshua had no chance relation 
to his daring declaration: “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” 

If Thanksgiving was once right and good, it is 
so still. For the institution was and was intended 
to be the seal of recognition that God has connection 
with every day life. It showed forth the fact that 
the nation as well as the individual was the object 
of God’s care. At the outset our founding fathers 
had reason to believe what openly they confessed, 
wiz., that because God is, they were, and because 
God preserved, they lived, and because God pre- 
sided, they persevered. And Thanksgiving of today, 
properly observed, should serve to keep us in ever- 
lasting memory and undying gratitude to the Great 
God by Whose Almighty Hand ourselves, our 
ancestors and our descendants, have been, and we 


pray shall be, led. 


We have no hostile Indians now, surrounding us 
at hame. We have no tyrant ruling over us, political- 
ly or religiously—pray we may never have! Starva- 
tion does not stare us in the face, nor disease 
threaten, unchecked, to take us wholesale to our 
graves. There are now no terrors of unknown lands 
or peoples, no costly hardships, no dark uncertainties. 
Shall we therefore disown God! Are we to reject 
His Sovereignty, to spurn His claims, to allow Him 
no place in our life, even in the pledge of one week- 
day, the last Thursday of November, at the season 
of ingathering? 


It is true that the Pilgrim dangers are not ours 
today. But who can fail to see that ours are a 
thousand-fold more grievous and minatory? We 
have world jeopardy; we face continental clamity ; 
we contend with maniacal forces within our ranks, 
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sworn to destroy us at a signal. We have our 
millions without God, and without stability and not 
possessing the boundless powers of faith in the Lord 
God Almighty. The founders, for all of their 
dangers and sorrows, did believe in and cling to 
God. How much sorer our plight, if with far 
greater dangers, we have no God on Whom to call 
and from Whom to draw reserve of strength and 
wisdom! One who had only the credulity of pagans 
might say of us at this very hour: “Whom the 
gods would destroy, they first make mad.” 


In October, 1789, “whereas both Houses of 
Congress by joint Committee” requested President 
George Washington “to recommend to the people 
of the United States a day of Public Thanksgiving 
and Prayer,’ the day was set as one “to be devoted 
by the people of these States to the service of ... the 
Beneficent Author of all the good, that was, and 
is, and that will be ... that we may then unite in 
tendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks 

and may thus unite in most humbly offering 
our prayer and supplication to the Great Lord and 
Ruler of us all .. .’’ Cannot we get back to that 
practice? Can’t we recall that spirit? Let us put 
Thanksgiving back into the calendar of life and 
action. Let everyone observe the same day—the last 
Thursday in November, as has been our long 
tradition. Let the one and only God be praised for 
His crowning mercies at the year’s harvest-time. 
Deep calls unto deep. Who knows if God will not 
give us a blessing in outpouring revival and real 
religion to make us a people again happy because 
their God is the Lord! if we but turn to Him! 


Recently in the press there was a cartoon by 
Shoemaker, presenting Uncle Sam in the back- 
ground, hat removed, looking wistfully towards a 


Church on the solid ground, unshaking beneath 
their feet, the ground of “old fashioned faith in 
God.” And our national figure is saying: “Mind if 
I go with you’"” Would that he would! Uncle Sam 
is you. —R.F.G. 





Socialism will be possible only when we are 
all perfect; and then it will not be necessary. 


—Bishop Creighton. 





No Thanks! 


Any Christian worthy of the name should show 
by his daily life that he is a Christian. How often 
though, we deny Him in public when we could 
bear a testimony which He could use to the glory 
of His name. 


Many of us, in pursuit of our daily tasks, find 
it necessary to eat in public places; hotel dining 
rooms, restaurants, cafeterias, dining cars, school or 
other lunch rooms. When we sit down to eat do 
we bow our heads and silently thank God for our 
food ? 


It is our observation that only too few Christians 
bear such public testimony of their identity. It is not 
a case of “making oneself conspicuous.” Rather, it is 
a public witness to the fact that we acknowledge 
Him as Lord of our daily lives and the giver of 
every blessing. Can we do less? 


“Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and 
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; 
of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when 
he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” 











group, the Puritan family walking serenely to Thanks—or—No Thanks? —L.N.B. 
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The Word Of God 


In answer to the second question of the West- 
minster Shorter Catechism we read: 


“The Word of God, which is contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the 
only rule given us how to glorify and enjoy Him.” 


For instance, here is a box of apples and we say 
the apples are contained in the box. There are no 
other apples in sight. They are all in the box and 
none outside. 


As the apples are contained within the four sides 
of the box, so the Word of God is found within the 
lids of the Bible and found nowhere else. It is not 
found in the Koran, nor the Book of Mormon, 
neither is it found in Key to Science and Health by 
Mrs. Eddy. 


Of course there are quotations from the Bible in 
all literature but we are talking about the original 
sources which are found in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments. 


There is another sense in which this word is used. 
Instead of one saying he believes the Bible is the 
Word of God, some men say it “contains the Word 


of God.” 


If this means anything it means that the Word of 
God may be found in the Bible if you know where 
to look for it and are able to recognize it when you 
see it. 


This is a very unsatisfactory and indefinable 
word. We are not told what portion or proportion 
of the Bible is the Word of God. We are not told 
whether the Word of God is the hay in the stack 
or whether it is the needle in the hay stack. 


There seemed to be no doubt in the mind of the 
Apostle Paul when he said: “All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God.” That sounds very much like 
plenary inspiration to me. 


When a man rejects the verbal or plenary in- 
spiration of the Scriptures I would like for him to 
tell me what he does believe in. God Almighty 
seems to be well pleased with the Bible as we now 
have it for He is using it in the salvation of souls 
and in preparing them for service on earth and for 
the glories of heaven hereafter. 


Would it not be well for all professing Christians 
to believe and obey the Word of God as revealed 
in Christ in the Scriptures, and leave all the fault 
finding to the infidels, ‘“‘whose best discovery is a 
grave without resurrection and a universe without 


God.” —J.E.F. 





Prayer At A 
Football Game 


On the last two Saturday afternoons before the 
kick-off at hotly contested Conference games in 
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Austin and Waco respectively, local ministers offer- 
ed prayer by request, presumably on the part of the 
football authorities. Quite an impression was made 
by this, which in Texas at least is an innovation. 


Now prayer is good. More, prayer is commanded. 
Further, prayer can be offered anywhere, anytime. 
Yet public prayer on some occasions has the ap- 
pearance of being ill-timed to say the least. Nor is 
the feeling of impropriety due to the matching of 
petition with sports, for surely God is not averse to 
the enjoyment of clean athletics on the part of any 
people. 


We have heard of certain colleges and their prayer 
meetings, which are commendable. Athletes of 
various kinds have sought God’s blessing in order 
that they might honor him in their contests. This 
surely is not improper; yet we suppose these oc- 
casions of prayer were of private nature, or that 
they were held with a group in seclusion from the 
public. 


To have an ordained minister, or anyone offer 
public prayer before a jammed stadium with a 
motley throng in holiday mood, for sport at best, 
and for blood at the worst, with all the apparently 
unavoidable offensive adjuncts,—this would seem 
to be—well, a white horse of another color. 


Prayer under such circumstances suggests some 
questions: should prayer be offered before the 
Preakness Sweepstakes? Shall we ask that prayer be 
offered at the national series of baseball? What 
about the opening of a circus? In these premises 
our minds automatically turn to the question of the 
Church blessing a raffle. For a football game is not 
exactly a prayer meeting. 


All of the officials and plain-clothes police are 
present on such occasions on account of the drunk- 
ness and rowdyism. Also gambling is an ever present 
accessory. Profanity in addition and coarse talk are 
common. How can one in good conscience call on 
the Lord God when certainly few of the tens of 
thousands present are in any sense attuned, and with 
the atmosphere reeking with whisky, corruption and 
lawlessness. 


Also before God’s name is invoked and His bless- 
ing sought, even to the end that the players may be 
kept from accident, one would want to know if the 
objects of the prayer are “bought” players or are 
bona fide members of their respective institutions. 
There is so much contraband in football that prayer 
might commit the church to conniving at corrup- 
tion. (We have heard of one purchased athlete who 
receives two hundred dollars per month for one 
annual oiling of one elevator, and of others who 
keep within the law by such subterfuge!) 


The thought persists that prayer under such con- 
ditions is not only a travesty but an effrontery: it 


seems to be playing to the gallery—a desperate effort 
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on the part of a decadent, highly commercialized 
sport, to recover lost standing in the eyes of honest 
folk, who feel that the whole matter has gotten far 
out of bounds. 


When 70,000 people pay $3.65 each (gossip held 
that some offers were made for tickets at $100.00 
apiece) to see the idolized human demi-gods come 
to grips, and where so much that is worldly, wicked 
and wasteful seems concentrated to defy God and to 
debauch man, it appears going a bit too far to invoke 
the name of God. 


Two hundred thousand dollars for tickets alone, 
to say nothing about the concession and gambling 
money and auto and hotel and meals expense for the 
myriads who came from afar, for one brief after- 
noon ... thousands of children in far parts of the 
earth dying for the lack of simple necessities for 
existence ... thoughts come to mind ... 


The jesture of prayer at a football game will 
likely reach the front pages of feature magazines, 
which is more than can be expected of its relation 
to heaven. None may agree with these sentiments; 
yet it must be said that in all charity public prayer 
at the modern football occassion seems simplv ir- 


relevant. —R.F.G. 





With All Our 


Modern Progress- 


Do We Have A New 
Revelation? 


The more we read the clearer it becomes that one 
of the points of serious divergence between the 
evangelical and liberal is that the evangelical believes 
that in the Bible we have a progressive revelation of 
God and his plan of redemption for man; this 
revelation culminating in the work of His Son on 
the cross and being fully explained by the revelation 
of the Holy Spirit to his servants. the prophets and 
the apostles. Therefore, in the Bible we have a 
complete and final revelation of God in his re- 
deeming work. 


On the other hand. the liberal looks on the Bible 
as containing a revelation of God but feels that 
this revelation continues and chanaes. Therefore, the 
wise man in his search for God, has much more of 
God’s revelation today than those of previous 
menerations, and, through science, the increase in 
knowledge and the evolutionary advancement of 
man. he has nassed far beyond the truths and 
revelations of God’s truth as found in the Scriptures 


This is not a minor difference in viewpoint. It 
goes to the very heart of what Christian truth is. 


The evangelical feels that in the Bible God has 
riven a complete and final exposition of the way of 
salvation. This salvation is by grace, through faith 
and rests solely on the atoning work of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. This wav of eternal life was 
ordained by God before the foundations of the 
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world, is completely revealed in the Scriptures and 
is the only way. 


The liberal believes God has continued to speak 
through men and movements and that many prev- 
iously held views, based on the Bible, can now be 
discarded for higher and broader conceptions which 
are the result of human reason and experience. 


We do not like to term this new “christianity” a 
different religion, but it is. Such can be proven by 
a few of its outstanding characteristics. 


Sin is no longer the sinister, damning thing that 
the Bible states it to be. Rather it is personal and 
social maladjustments which can be changed by 
education, environment and social and _ political 
action. Instead of sin being an inherent state of 
want of conformity unto or transgression of the 
law of God, demanding the punishment of a just 
and holy God, it is an unfortunate combination of 
circumstances which man can eradicate himself or 
by the help of others. 


Having disposed of sin, this new religion natural- 
ly disposes of the necessity of a redeeming Savior, 
One who cleanses the sinner’s heart with his 
precious blood. thereby satisfying divine justice and 
restoring our lost relationship with Him. 


Instead, we are presented with Christ. the best 
and one of the greatest men who ever lived, who 
has given us in his teachings and his wav of life 
the greatest example the world has ever had. 


Mankind, bv his inherent goodness and with the 
aid of education and improved social conditions, 
follows the example of Jesus of Nazareth and not 
only saves himself but also brings in “God’s King- 
dom” by establishing a Utopia in this world. 


Having changed the foundations of the Christian 
faith, as revealed in the Scriptures, the extreme 
liberal goes on to build thereupon a structure equal- 
ly strange to the Bible. 


But, it will be argued, these statements are ex- 
treme, only Unitarians hold such views and it is 
unfair to the Christian Church to present such a 
travesty on modern Christian truth. 


Unfortunately, Unitarianism is no longer con- 
fined to that group. Unitarianism is not Christianity. 
A Unitarian has no right to the name Christian, 
for Christian truth and personal Christianity are 
based on faith in Jesus Christ who is truly the Son 
of God, as revealed in the Scriptures. 


Therefore, any person or any teaching which 
denies the essential and unique deity of our Lord. 
the fact of sin and the redeeming work of the eternal 
Son of God as a substitute for us is anti-Christian. 


It would he foolish to argue that in theological 
thinking all is white or black. Only a few may go 
to the extremes cited in this editorial. There are 
tens of thousands that adhere to the teachings of 
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God’s Word, not fully understanding but receiving 
these truths by faith. There are yet thousands of 
others who have deviated in greater or less degree 
from faith in the essential doctrines of historical 
Christianity. 


The purpose of this editorial is not to denounce. 
It is rather to help us all to stop and think. To study 
the claims of all that presents itself as “Christianity” 
today and to hold firm to that which is based on 
the finished work of Christ, as presented in His 
Word, and to reject that which would belittle or 
change the gospel. When all is said and done, it is 
God who is seeking sinners, not man who is seeking 


God. 


But, some will argue, you are asking us to accept 
a complete and final revelation of God’s redemptive 
work, as recorded in the Bible, while in this day of 
great scientific and intellectual advancement we 
have avenues of knowledge never dreamed of in 
past generations. Are we to keep our minds static? 
Cannot and does not God speak to man today, 
giving him further revelations of Himself? 


We believe that God, through His Spirit, does 
speak to the hearts of men today, as in all genera- 
tions, but, He never contradicts Himself. lf a “‘reve- 


lation” denies the revelation of God as found in His 
Word then that “revelation” is not from God. We 
believe it is axiomatic that any and all advancement 
man can or will ever make in his understanding of 
God and His ways must conform in its essential 
teaching with that which God has already given 
in the Bible. 


This does not mean that Christian life and the 
outward expression of our faith is static. Rather it 
means that Christianity, which is a living faith, is 
suited for each generation and each national, social 
or other problem of any age. But man, regardless of 
educational, economic or other social advancement, 
is still a sinner, in need of a Savior. 


No matter how far he “advances” he never leaves 
the problem of personal sin and therefore never gets 
away from the need of the redeeming work of our 
Lord. The need will never change and the remedy 
God offers is always the same. 


“But God commendeth his love towards us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Much more then, being now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through him.” 


Man may deny this gospel, he can never improve 


it. —L.N.B. 





We'd Like To Quit 


This editor does not write from personal choice; 
nor does he write for pleasure, nor is there any 
personal gain involved—rather the opposite. 


He writes from an irresistable inner compulsion. 
Not that he thinks he is always right. He is often 
mistaken and often fails miserably in that which he 
is trying to do. But we yearn for our church, that 
her testimony may stay clear, that her witness may 
have great power in a time such as this. 


A letter has come to the editor of THE JouRNAL 
written by an old friend, a conservative in belief 
and one who in the main supports this paper. He 
makes a rather strong representation to the editor 
that this writer, “confine his editorials to matters 
that interest laymen and leave matters of Church 
polity, Biblical interpretation and doctrine,” to 
qualified ministers. 


We admit that, as a layman, it may be presump- 
tious for us to write on doctrinal matters. But 
from the response which comes to this office it is 
obvious that a great many laymen and ministers are 
deeply interested in a layman’s discussion of such 
matters. 


Certainly those in the pew have both the right 
and the duty to know the doctrines for which their 
church stands, what these doctrines mean and 
wherein they are based on the Scriptures. 


Furthermore, a virile church must be composed 
of people who are deeply concerned about spiritual 
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matters. Nor is it unbecoming for church members 
to check both the messages they hear and the pro- 
grams which they are asked to support with the 
Bible, which our own church standards so plainly 
state is our infallible rule of faith and practice. 
Paul and Luke did not think the men and women 
of Berea were presumptious. We are told that, 
“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, 
in that they received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so.” 


Our purpose is the stirring up of laymen and 
ministers alike to deeper thoughts of and concern 
for those things which compose our Christian 
heritage. Where there is criticism it is never in any- 
thing but in love. 


The medical profession is more subject to criticism 
than any we know. It exercises self-criticism in the 
most ruthless form. Medical society and hospital 
staff meetings are full of criticism of the medical 
profession, the kind of criticism which brings con- 
stant improvement in methods, techniques and agents 
used for the healing of disease. 


We have heard one doctor tell another that he 
had been “guilty of criminal negligence” in the way 
he treated a patient in a hospital; an these two 
doctors had been friends for years. We have heard 
doctors severely critized by their associates for 
failing to use measures recognized as right in certain 
emergencies. 


We have heard doctors confess that the method 
of treatment they had used, or the type of operation 
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performed, had not proved the wisest. In fact, 
medical men constantly critize themselves and others 
of their profession to the immeasurable benefit of 
their patients. 


In addition, the medical profession is subject to 
the criticism of patients and laymen in general. Let 
a physician or surgeon show himself incompetent or 
let him appear to have neglected the best interests of 
his patients and he is subject to law suits. Many 
such suits are unjustified, others are justified. Let 
a hospital neglect its patients and the laymen are the 
first to vigorously complaisd. 


But in the ecclesiastical world such self-criticism, 
or criticism from friendly laymen is rarely forth- 
coming. In only too many presbyteries a minister is 
judged primarily by his “regularity” and his “sup- 
port of the program of the church.” 

These have their place but they do not come first. 
The content of Christian faith has been the basis of 
judgment in a past and more effective Christian 
era. What a man believes, his understanding of and 
adherence to the essential truths of Christianity, 
are the bases from which an effective Christian 
ministry comes. 

It is a demonstrable fact that in some presbyteries 
the only men who find themselves up against a 
stone wall of opposition are those who stand un- 
equivocally for evangelical Christian faith. They are 
spoken of as “trouble makers” and are shunted aside 
if possible. 

Why is so little said in presbytery about churches 
closed on Sunday night? Why so little about dese- 
cration of the Sabbath? Why do not presbyteries 
take up the worldiness rampant in churches; church 
officers who desecrate the Sabbath, who are in- 
temperate, who make no attempt to bring up their 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? 


Why is there so much back-patting and so little 
getting down on knees and crying out to God for a 
spiritual awakening? 


preaching, 
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Sixteen of the outstanding pulpit voices of the 
South, picked across denominational lines, are 
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Bible-based and Christ-centered, 
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after generation of Southerners. The crowded 
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We believe it is because indifference and com- 
placency have infected Christians and churches as a 
canker and we believe only a work of the Holy 
Spirit can bring about the revival which is neces- 
sary. 


We have been rebuked for editorials which have 
been critical in tone. We have written critical 
editorials and will probably write more. They come 
from a deep love for the church and a profound 
conviction that the Christian ministry is the highest 
calling and the gravest responsibility to which a 
man may give his life. 


We long for a revival in our church, a revival 
which will sweep away indifference and com- 
placency where that exists; worldiness or laziness 
where they exist ; yea, and unbelief where that exists. 


We long to see Christianity become vital in the 
lives of those who now accept church membership 
as just something which it is proper to assume. 


We long to see all of our ministers so burdened 
for the spiritual needs of their people that trivialities 
and superficiliaties and moral homilies will be 
superceded by vital messages on the deep things of 
God, coming from a deep knowledge of and abiding 
faith in the Word of God. 


Because some of us have looked into the mouth of 
the gift-horse of ecumenicity and super-church 
organizations we have been labled as obstructionists, 
isolationists and the like. Perhaps too much time 
has been spent studying symptoms and not the cause 
itself. For this we are truly sorry. 


But one thing we affirm—if God will graciously 
revive our church and our nation by pouring out 
His Spirit upon all of us—all real differences will 
disappear. 


To that end we write and for that we pray. 


—L.N.B. 
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Book O 


Church Order 
A\mendments 


There is a growing sentiment in our Church 
which says: ‘““What is the Book of Church Order? 
Just a scrap of paper to be changed or destroyed at 
will.” Yes, seemingly the further we go the worse 
we get. 


It is forgotten that we receive our name from our 
polity and not our theology, and so when there has 
been brought about a sufficient change in polity, 
there must follow also a change in name. 


There are the three forms of church government: 
Prelatical, Congregational and Presbyterian. The 
Prelatical or Episcopal or Papal or whatever you 
want to call it has been infiltrating our Book of 
Church Order for some time, and it has been so 
carried on that a great many are unconscious of the 
fact. 


The most obvious move in this direction is the 
most recent, and should certainly be taken notice of 
by Southern Presbyterians. 


The General Assembly of 1950 approved and 
sent down to Presbyteries an amendment to para- 
graph 362 of our Book of Church Order. It has to 
do with admitting members into the Church. 


The amendment says this: “The minister shall 
say: For as much as you have made confession of 
your faith, I do now—admit you to all the privileges 
of this congregation.” 


The italics are mine. That statement is crosswise 
with our Book of Church Order, being strikingly in- 
consistent with the teachings of our Church Order, 
being prelatical through and through. 


The minister does not admit to membership, but 
that is the duty and power of the session. And yet 
this prelatical idea is being injected into our Church 
Order, so that Presbyterian ministers may take the 
position of the Prelate and say: “I admit you into 


the Church.” 


What does our Book of Church Order, that is, 
real Presbyterian Church Order, have to say. Speak- 
ing of the duties and powers of the Session, Par. 65 
says: “To receive members into the communion of 
the Church.” Then Par. 359, “The session whose 


office it is to judge, after careful examination, the 





By L. A. Beckman, Jr. 


Dangerous Trends In Church Order 
Foreshadow Prelatical Power 


qualifications of those who apply for admission to 
sealing ordinances.” 


Then Par. 361, ‘““When admitted by the Session 
to the Lord’s Supper.” According to these state- 
ments, it is the power of the Session, a power exer- 
cised jointly, to admit members to the Church. And 
yet, we have those who, according to the amend- 
ment sent down, would let one elder, one member of 
the session, usurp the authority given to all, assume 
a position above the other elders, and say: “J admit 


to the Church.” 
And so I say: Whither bound? How can we 


preserve Presbyterianism ? 


As of Oct. 30, nine presbyteries have reported 
action on the amendment mentioned above in our 
Church Papers, which I have seen, and the result 
is: seven approved, and two disapprove. 


When the final count is made, I hope the pre- 
latical sentiment will not be that strong. For if it 
is, then you might as well sing: goodbye Presby- 
terianism and hello episcopacy, because the infiltra- 
tion will continue until the change is complete. 





Love Is Kind 


Prof. Stuart Blackie, of the University of Edin- 
burgh, was hearing a class in which one man rose 
with his book in the wrong hand. He began an ex- 
planation, and the professor thundered, “Take your 
book in your right hand and be seated.” 


The student held up his right arm, and it was off 
at the wrist. The great man hestitated a moment, 
then he went to the student, and with tears stream- 
ing from his eyes, he said, “I never knew about it. 
Will you forgive me?” 


It ended in the conversion of the young man. The 
story was told afterwards at a Bible Conference, 
and after the meeting a man came forward, and 
raised up his right arm; it ended at the wrist. 


He said, “I am the man Professor Blackie led to 
Christ, but he never would have done it if he had 
not put his arm around me, and made the wrong 
right.” “Love... is kind” (1 Cor. 13:4.) 

—From The Presbyterian Home. 
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During these days when revival is on the lips of 
leaders of the church, it behooves us to look to the 
Word of God and see what is taught there con- 
cerning revival. 


It has been said that revival is with the people 
of God and as God deals with His people in the 
book of Isaiah the Spirit of God witnesses to us con- 
cerning His dealings with His Church today. 


Here were a people who had gone astray like 
sheep and turned to their own way and God, 
grieved with them, said: “The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth 
not know, my people doth not consider. 


‘Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a 
seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they 
have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the 
Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away 
backward ... From the sole of the foot even unto 
the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, 
and bruises and putrifying sores: they have not been 
closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with 
ointment.” 


O the grief of the Father when His children go 
their own way, when they do not look to Him. 
Even their ritual and sacrifices had become an 
abomination to Him. How like the children of 
Israel the church is today—the true church, the 
Body of Christ, the Bride of the Lamb—to whom 


God has promised all power in heaven and earth. 


His church of which it is said “terrible like an 
army with banners.” Must it not grieve the Father 
to see it turn from the truth to ritual, from the 
power of the Spirit to the weakness of the flesh. 


Revival is promised to the people of God if they 
will humble themselves—but, listen, revival is no 
frothy bubble of ecstatic emotionalism. Revival is 
standing before God and seeing yourself in His 
awful presence as He sees you. 


Look at Isaiah himself for a perfect example of 
one who was revived. As he was in the temple he 
says, “I saw the Lord . . ” And Isaiah saw the 
glory of the Lord as an angel cried, “holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of host: the whole earth is full of 
His glory.” There was no rejoicing, no glorying in 
His presence. 


Isaiah saw the Lord and then saw himself and 
was humiliated—he was ashamed of himself—he saw 
his sin—he saw that the whole head was sick and 
the whole heart faint and that from head to foot 
was nothing but wounds and bruises and putrifying 
sores—and he cried out, “Woe is me, for I am an 
offense, I am a man of unclean lips and dwell in 
the midst of a people of unclean lips, for I have 
seen the King, the Lord Jehovah with my eyes.” 


Revival is a devastating thing. When a man 
stands before God broken as was Isaiah, God lays 
bare depths of sin and carnality never dreamed of 
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before. He brings before man the wretched motives, 





the repulsive thought life, the faithlessness, the 
tongue and its cute little remarks, the habits, the 
friends and associations—he lets man see himself as 
he is and the sight is nauseating and abominable. 


But when Isaiah had seen this sin and confessed 
it, God cleansed him. An angel took a live coal off 
the altar and laid it on his mouth and said, “Lo 
this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is 
taken away and thy sin purged.” 


Sin is deceitful but God is ever faithful. Isaiah 
was purged by the fires of God and his dross was 
taken away and tin was removed. All that would 
not stand the fire of God was burnt out and purged. 


purges the Christian is 
Calvary, and as we come to the place of. humiliation 
and confession we see Calvary—burning, consuming 
Calvary—where our Lord Jesus Christ destroyed 
the power of sin, and we hear the word of the 
Lord, “Know ye not that so many of you as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death ... reckon ye yourselves also to be dead indeed 
unto sin and alive unto God.” 


Truly, the fire that 


And so by appropriation of His cross we are 
cleansed by the power of God—the Word of the 


Cross. 


Isaiah’s 
Revival 


AND 


America’s 
Survival 


By Robert Henderson 


If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land. —II Chron. 7:14. 
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Reprints of 4 Legal Principle, by Henry E. 
Davis, of Florence, S. C., are now available with- 
out charge from THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. A small amount 
should be enclosed for postage when ordering. 
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By Dr. J. P. McCallie 


President, McCallie School, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


It is commonly said that prohibition did not work 
and, in part, that is true. The main reason was 
because people did not want to be prohibited. Many 
people have an idea that drinking and eating any- 
thing they can lay their hands on should be just as 
free as talking or breathing. 


They don’t want outsiders to prevent them from 
enjoying the things that they like. It was because 
many of our so-called best citizens refused to abstain 
from intoxicating drinks, which many of them felt 
did them no harm particularly because they were 
abstemious and never drank to excess, that prohibi- 
tion failed to be the success hoped for. 


Drinkers wanted others to attend to their own 
business and let them attend to theirs. This certainly 
is not St. Paul’s admonition of bearing one another’s 
burdens: “If eating meat maketh my brother to 
offend, I will not eat meat as long as the world 
stands.” 


The best possible prohibition is the prohibition of 
one’s self-teetotalism. If we can only get our boys 
and girls educated to abstaining from all forms of 
alcoholic drinks on principle, with a good reason for 
it, because they are dealing with one of the most 
insidious poisons that has wrecked more people in 
the world than all the other poisons put together 
and causes more damage, heartache, sickness, sorrow 
and loss than almost any habit that man has ever 
contracted in the history of the world, then we 
really can get somewhere in the matter of prohibi- 
tion. 


Our children should be taught in the home, 
church, and school the evils of alcoholism and the 
sly way in which it creeps into one’s life, always 
through the first drink. If the first drink does not 
occur, alcoholism does not occur. No one knows 
whether his first drink will lead to alcoholism or 
not. ‘Ihe most stalwart character and stubborn will 
has yielded to alcoholism. 


Some people call it a disease. If it is, it is the 
only willfully self-contracted disease that I know of. 
We fight shy of contamination, of infection and 
contagious diseases of every sort, and then volun- 
tarily take our first drink of intoxicating beverage. 


DECEMBER 6, 1950 








NEW. SCRIPTURE PRESS 


Pattibooks 


tho, offs Soe 200d -aad 3-year-olds— beautifully 
a ATTIBOO rag Large-lewtered text 
on facing pages tolls the of each picture, 
Plastic ring disdiag enables parents and 


Hate a id back the pest of the PATTI. 
aad reed text whi deers 4 up picture 
for children to see Each book is 644 x 7 inches, 
prieved in 4 on heavy with 
rrerde cover. 
m 5 1. Shows 
‘ . 26 pages, pecial 
ookae peereres se $ 
$H.-H. Ne. 2. Builds 
fer penyer. 20 pages, oft 
S ] ote back, 75¢ 
WHO LOVES PATT Y?—Pasboek Ne. 
Lewds whe great love of jesus. oygen 
, pee a cole: proveres. Bnoh, 7 5¢ 
bee. 4 
ae si weed: Jf ALL POR 
Rm per, Peete 
ta. Te $2.95 


Order from your feverite dealer or 





434 South Wabash, Chicago 5, Ill. Dept. S.P.N.- 110 





I believe, if the facts are fairly laid before our 
youth, they will be greatly helped in making their 
decision not to take the first taste. 


During the last two years I have been trying out 
in my school a committment prepared by the Meth- 
odist Church. It is printed in a lovely way. On the 
outside is Hoffman’s picture of the twelve-year-old 
boy, Jesus, looking into the faces of the Doctors of 
Law, answering their questions and asking those 
that puzzled the great theologians. The committ- 
ment is doubly printed on the next two pages, so 
that part may be kept as a reminder and part turned 
in. 


This is the wording: “I commit myself to sobriety 
and a good example by adopting for myself the 
principle and practice of total abstinence from 
alcoholic beverages as a wise way of life.” This is 
followed by the boy’s name, address and the date. 


For the last two years I have had something over 
200 of these turned in to me voluntarily after a 
talk on the dangers of alcoholism. I presume if I 


pushed it harder and saw individuals about the 
matter, double that number could have been secured, 
but I preferred to make my first response as volun- 
tarily done as possible. 
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No extreme statements were uttered. No scare- 
wolf cries were made about the insidious diseases 
that come from alcohol. A simple statement of 
what it does, that it is not a stimulant but is really 
a depresssant, that it is not a food but is really a 
poison, that it does not lift one up and make one 
feel good, except temporarily and then lets one down 
to the very bottom, that instead of making people 
seem to be wise and glorious in the eyes of others 
it makes fools out of them. 


It is not sissy or weak to say “no” to the offer of 
a drink. One does not have to upbraid another who 
offers a drink, but simply say, “No, thank you.” 
Other people do not get a low estimate of one who 
makes such a statement, but just the reverse. 


If pressure is made, the signing of this committ- 
ment enables one to say, “No, I have pledged myself 
not to drink alcoholic liquor.” Instead of being a 
cowardly thing, it is a courageous thing and fre- 
quently keeps one the only sober member of a gay 
group. 


A notable example is Charles Lindbergh, flying 
across the Atlantic Ocean by himself with only the 
periscope to let him down on the field at LeBourget 
in Paris, there to be feted, dined, and wined by the 
Parisian populace, who went wild over him, and yet 
he turned his glass down at every such great event. 
Even the French people, accustomed to drinking 
wine every day, thought none the less of him, but 
rather admired a young man who had the nerve to 
fly the Atlantic and then still greater nerve to refuse 
to drink champagne that would have made him unfit 
to fly even across the English Channel. 


Allied Youth, official organization of Allied 
Youth, Inc., of which Mr. Roy Breg is the Execu- 
tive Secretary with headquarters in the Allied Youth 
Building, 1709 “M” Street, N. W., Washington 6, 
D. C., is a splendid little magazine to put in the 
hand of young people telling how boys and girls all 
over the country are forming chapters committed to 
the principle of leaving alcoholic beverage out of all 
their good times. 


Hundreds of such chapters have been formed in 
schools throughout the country and this committ- 
ment of youth, boys and girls, not to drink is one 
of the most wholesome signs that I see in American 
social life today. Too frequently the modern home 
has liquor on the sideboard. It is served at dances, 
weddings, receptions, parties of every sort, and be- 
fore dinner and banquets the highballs, cocktails, 
etc., are so current in average American life today 
that the young people are not fairly treated in 
growing up. 


We've got to get them, therefore, to see what is 
happening to parents and grandparents and to refuse 
to go that way. Of course, I think there is a higher 
reason than all this. Health, respectability, success, 
popularity, and good reputation are all motives to 
keep us in the straight and narrow path of sobriety, 
but by far the greatest is faith—Christian faith— 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of 
God, who gave us the example to walk worthily in 
His name. 


After all, the greatest motive in life is to do 
always those things that please our Heavenly Father 
even as the Lord Jesus did. 





Sabbath School Lessons 
LESSON FOR DECEMBER 17 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Victorious Daily Living 


Scripture: I] Corinthians 11:16-33; 12:7-10; 
Philippians 3:4-11; I] Timothy 4:8; James 1:24. 
Devotional Reading: II Timothy 4:1-8. 


Notice the three words in our subject: “victorious,” “daily, 


a7 a8 


living.” All are important. Many Christians 


live defeated lives; many have what might be called “spasmodic” victories interspersed by many defeats ; some 
are conquerors and more than conquerors every day through Christ. It is living that counts, not simply talk- 
ing. Most people would rather see a sermon than hear one. 


“Put on the whole armor of God,” says Paul in 
Ephesians, and in Romans 12. “Overcome evil with 
good.” We live on a battlefield where we have to 
fight the good fight of faith; we also live in an evil 
world and we need to overcome that evil by doing 
good. 

There are temptations to meet, sorrows and dis- 
appointments to face, various duties to perform. 
Every day tests us, and many fail to meet the test 
successfully. May we learn some of the secrets of 
victorious daily living as we study this lesson to- 
gether. 


12 





I. “When I am weak, then am I strong” 


II Corinthians 11:16-13; 12:7-10 


This is a fine lesson to learn right at the start. 
It never pays to trust in the flesh, boast of our 
strength, or achievements: let him that thinketh 
he stands take heed lest he fall. 


In chapter 11 Paul is recounting some of the 
things he might glory in. “Seeing that many glory 
after the flesh, I will glory also.” He says over 
and over that he speaks “‘as a fool.”’ He tells of his 
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lineage, that he ranks with the best and noblest 
Israelites. Then he tells of the hardships he has 
endured for the sake of Christ, and the “care of 
all the churches.” 


In chapter 12, the first part, he speaks of the 
slorious visions which were given him, and, lest 

should be exalted above measure, the “thorn in 
the flesh, the messenger of Satan, to buffet him.” 
He will glory only in his infirmities, in reproaches, 

necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am | 
trong.” 


Our weakness becomes strength when we lean on 
Him. Our victory is in Him. 


“I could not do without Thee, 

I cannot stand alone, 

I have no strength or goodness, 
No wisdom of my own; 

But Thou, beloved Savior, 
Art all in all to me, 

And weakness will be power, 
If leaning hard on Thee.” 


| would like to quote scattered verses from R. C. 
H. Lenski. He calls this section (11:1-12:13) “Paul 
does some foolish boasting about his own person,” 
and the first part, “Paul asks the privilege of playing 
the role of a foolish boaster because of his great 
personal concern for the Corinthians.” “This section 
is unique in all Paul’s writing. It has been well 
called the most magnificent and destructive thing 
that Paul has done in the way of ironical polemics. 
Like an actor on the ancient stage he puts on a 
mask in order to act a part, and the part which he 
acts is that of a fool, of a fellow who has no sense. 
But it is only he himself who feels that he is acting 
a fool. He asks his readers for once to allow him 
to do this. He feels that he is inflicting something 
on them. He asks them to tolerate it for a little 
while.” ... “Paul’s whole motive and aim are not 
self-aggrandizement but complete frustration of the 
attempt of the false apostles who have already done 
much to hurt the Corinthians. The Corinthians 
cannot verify a single boast of the false apostles; 
they have nothing but the simple word of these 
boasters, whose greatness lies in comparing them- 
selves with themselves. (10:12). Every word of 
Paul’s boasting the Corinthians can verify, yea, 
most of what he will say they have long ago verified. 
Truth does not like to boast, lies must boast. Truth 
only can boast, lies can boast only by lying ... ” 
“And so we come to the end: ‘For when | am 
weak’ as thus indicated, ‘then, then indeed, I am 
powerful,’ not with any power of my own but with 
‘the power of Christ.’ It reverses everything that the 
world knows of power in a man but by that reversal 
reveals the only power that is power in the king- 
dom.” 


Il. No Confidence In Ourselves, All 
Confidence In Christ: Phil. 3:4-11. 
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Paul, of all men, could have had confidence in 
himself. He was well-born and well-bred; a pharisee 
and a zealot, blameless as far as the law was con- 
cerned. All of these things, however, he counted as 
refuse that he might win Christ, and be found in 
Him, not having his own righteousness but the 
righteousness which is of God by faith. 


“That | may know him and the power of his 
resurrection.” Christ lived a completely victorious 
life each day. He conquered Satan: He overcame 
the world; He arose from the dead victorious over 
death, our last great enemy. When we know Him 
and the power of His resurrection we too can be 
victorious. Dead to sin and alive to God we can live 
by the strength of the indwelling Christ. 


II]. “I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith.” 11 Timothy 4:7. 


These words describe the victorious life of the 
great apostle. Life for him had been a battlefield. 
The Jewish leaders were as bitter in their fight 
against him as they had been in their opposition to 
Jesus Himself. They thirsted for his blood; they 
followed him in his missionary journeys and opposed 
and blasphemed ; they caused his arrest and imprison- 
ment, and would have killed him. Satan had made 
Paul a special target. The thorn in the flesh, what- 
ever it was, was the messenger of Satan to buffet 
him (fisticuff him). 


Paul had been the victor, rather than his enemies, 
in this struggle. Even now, in prison, he was free in 
spirit. His enemies and the Roman Emperor might 
do their worst, but the prisoner was the free-man 
and would go to his rich reward, a crown of 
righteousness. No life ever accomplished more or 
was lived more heroically than his life. 
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Life for him had been a “course”—a race course 
—with a definite goal. He had run well. In labors 
more abundant he had journeyed to many lands and 
preached the gospel to multitudes of people. He had 
organized churches, and established the work in 
Asia Minor, in Greece, in Rome, and probably 
later, in Spain. He had written immortal letters 
which will live as long as the Inspired Word of 
God. Surely no man ever ran a better race, or 
finished a more glorious course. 


Life had been a charge, a stewardship of the 
Gospel. The faith had been entrusted to him. Many 
false teachers had already arisen, and many false 
doctrines had been introduced. He had combated 
these teachings and teachers, preaching the revealed 
truth faithfully and fully. In the first part of this 
chapter he has exhorted Timothy to keep the faith, 
“for the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine, but will heap to themselves teachers 
having itching ears.” He had also been faithful in 
committing this Gospel to faithful men who would 
be able to teach others. He had spent his life in 
carrying the message of salvation to lost men. 


Can we not learn a lesson from the victorious 
career of Paul? Life for us also is a battlefield, a 
race course, a charge to keep. Today there are 


strange doctrines and false teachers in abundance. 
It is necessary for us to be victorious over these 
things as well as the many other enemies we are 
called upon to face and fight. We must fight if we 
win; increase our courage, Lord. 


IV. “Perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing’: James 1 :2-4. 


We shall be tested, falling into manifold tempta- 
tions. This trying of our faith, if victorious, will 
work patience (or steadfastness). It is this stead- 
fastness which will, if we let it work, make us 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. We are com- 
plete in Christ. If we are clothed in His armor, 
filled with His power, united to Him, we can live 
the victorious life, but without Him we can do 
nothing. 

Paul, in the closing verses of his great chapter on 
the Resurrection, (1 Cor. 15:57, 58) says: “But 
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (He is speaking 
here of our victory over our last great enemy, 
death). “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labor is not vain in the Lord.” He, our Lord, gives 
victory in life and over death. 





Young People’s Department 
Vesper Topics For December 17: 


Introduction 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 
Why Did Christ Come? 


It is imperative that we have a clear and true answer to the question “Why Did Christ Come?” For 
only as we have a clear and true answer to this question will we ever know what Christ has done for us and 


what He expects us to do for Him. 


The Scripture lesson asigned to us today gives us an opportunity, if we study it carefully, to find out 
why Christ came, what He came to do, and what we should do about it. Let us take time to study it. 


Scripture Lesson: 


Matthew 1:18-25 
The Christ of God 
1. His Birth Described - V 18-20 


(a) Mary’s position - V 18. Mary, the Mother 
of our Lord, was in the position of being betrothed 
to Joseph. That meant that she and Joseph had not 
yet come together as man and wife but before the 
law they were considered man and wife and their 


relationship could only be broken by death or 
divorce. 


14 





Mary had received the message from the angel, 
Gabriel, declaring that she had been chosen of God 
to be the mother of the Messiah. Mary had not 
understood but she had said in faith, “Be it unto me 
according to Thy Word.” (Luke 1:26-38). Now 
Mary found herself in the position of being with 
child by the Holy Spirit, but neither Joseph nor any- 
one else knew how nor why. 


(b) Joseph’s dilemma. When Joseph found out, 
he revealed his character. He was a just man who 
was so sensitive to the presence of sin that he wanted 
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to have no part of it, yet at the same time he was 
a man of love who loved Mary so much that he 
could not bear the thought of making of her a 
public example and thereby gaining the divorce 
which he felt he deserved. 


(c) God’s action. The angel then appeared to 
Joseph and explained what had happened and told 
him not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife 
because that which had been done had been done by 
the Spirit of God. 


2. His Ministry Characterized - V 21 


(a) A Savior from sin. The angel then went on 
and told Joseph to name the baby Jesus, for He 
would save His people from their sin. Sin is a 
reality in the life of us all and we are defeated now 
and separated from God forever unless someway, 
somehow we may be saved from the penalty of sin 
and from its power. This is what the Lord Jesus 
came to do. 


(b) A Savior of people. The angel announced 
that Christ would save His people from their sin. 
The Lord Jesus Christ did not come primarily to 
solve the social ills of mankind, to make right the 
economic wrongs of the world, nor to establish 
world order among the nations. He came to save 
people, individual people like you and me, who 
believe on Him and trust Him to save them from 
their sins. 

This is why Christ came into the world, this is 
what He is doing today; and what He would have 
you and me do is help Him in His work by preach- 
ing the gospel and by backing up our preaching with 
consistent Christian living in all the areas of life— 
personal, domestic, social, economic, and _ political. 

Once we get away from this, we have gotten 
away from the heart of what Christ is doing and 
there is no power to push the life of Christ into the 
other areas, no matter how earnestly we might work 
in them. 


3. His Person Identified - V 22-23. 


(a) A fulfillment of prophecy. V. 22. Matthew 
tells us that this happened in order that the words of 
the prophets might be fulfilled, which declare, “‘a 
virgin shall be with child and bring forth a son.” 
This declares that the birth of Jesus Christ, de- 
= in Verses 18-20, is a fulfillment of Isaiah 

214. 


Many people today tell us that the word trans- 
lated “virgin” in the Old Testament meant simply 
a young woman and referred to a young woman 
who was to have a baby in Isaiah’s day as a sign to 
the people of Israel. 

However, a careful study of this prophecy in all 
of its context will reveal that it was a sign given to 
the house of David for all time, and though the 
primary usage of the word translated virgin means 
a young women, yet everywhere that the word is 
used in the Old Testament, the young woman must 
be a virgin or the sense and purpose of the passages 
are ruined. 
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And when seen in the light of the unfolding 
message of the Old Testament, we have here a 
clear prophecy of the virgin birth of our Lord. 
Many today say that it does not matter whether we 
believe Christ was born of a virgin or not. If we 
do not believe that Christ was born of a virgin, then 
we have denied the only reliable testimony that we 
have about Christ and we have undermined the 
whole foundation of New Testament belief; there- 
fore, to deny the virgin birth is to remove ourselves 
from the stream of Christian thought that has 
flowed from the Bible down through all of Chris- 
tian history and to remove the foundation of New 
Testament belief. 


(b) An incarnation of God - V. 23. The signi- 
ficance of the name Emanuel is given as “God is 
with us.” If we study carefully the Old Testament 
record, we see that when the Messiah comes, He 
is to be God coming among us. As we read the 
gospel portraits, we see that the desciples believed 
that Christ was God manifest in the flesh and He 
accepted their worship. 


In the New Testament Epistles we are taught 
that what Christ did was effective for us because 
He was very God Himself. And the church in all 
of its creeds has accepted Christ as God with us. 
We can say then that, not only is it necessary that 
all who accept the person of Christ believe that He 
was born of a virgin, but they must also accept Him 
as the very God of Eternity, dwelling in flesh 
among us. 


4. His Foster Father’s Response - V 24-25. 
(a) Believed the promise. 
(b) Obeyed the command. 


When the angel made his announcement to Joseph, 
he believed the plan, impossible as it seems to the 
natural mind, and obeyed the command of the angel, 
regardless of the consequences it might mean in 
public disgrace and shame. We too must believe 
the promise and obey the Lord, come what may, 
cost what it will. 


The program outline in Presbyterian Youth is 
excellent in summing up why Christ came among 
us. The Scripture lesson is placed just before the 
talks and we suggest that you not only read the 
Scripture lesson in your program, but that you 
take time to study it, using the outline above as a 
guide, and then the individual talks may perhaps 
have a little more meaning and definiteness. 











Johnson Speaks To 
Alabama Men’s Rally 


GREENVILLE, ALA.—In his initial address before 
a Presbytery-wide Men’s Rally, Mr. C. S. Johnson, 
recently selected director of the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress, challenged the Church to re- 
discover the genius of New Testament Christianity. 
The first and supreme vocation of every Christian 
is to bear witness to the Christ of God, “the only 
answer” to man’s dilemma and problems. 


In his address to the Men of East Alabama 
Presbytery Nov. 9, Mr. Johnson presented a warm, 
direct and vital appraisal of the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress as a five-year plan of effectively 
presenting Christ to men and men to Christ. Before 
us are two openings for great accomplishments 
within His Kingdom, one is a _ person-to-person 
evangelism, and the second is providing adequate 
finances for our Boards of Education, World and 
Home Missions. 


Mr. W. C. Aikens, Prattville, Ala., president of 
the Men of East Alabama Presbytery, presided at 
the rally. 





Union Seminary Student 
Heads Delegation At White 
House Youth Conference 
Charles C. Turner of Winnsboro, S. C., middler 


at Union Theological Seminary, headed a delegation 
to the midcentury White House Conference on 
Youth and Children December 3. He represented 
the United Christian Youth Movement. 


Turner is a former president of the Assembly’s 
Youth Council, chairman of the Southeastern region 
of the UCYM and was a delegate to the Second 
World Conference of Christian Youth in Oslo, 
Norway in 1947. 
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Tuscaloosa Postpones 
Discussion On Possible 
Dissolution Of Snedecor 


Presbytery of Tuscaloosa met in fall session in the 
Cedar Grove Church, Epes, Ala., October 17, 1950. 
Eighteen ministers and 22 ruling elders were 
present. 


Rev. A. M. Moore was elected as a candidate for 
the ministry. 


There are now eight candidates on the roll and 
one young woman. Rev. J. M. Partridge and Rev 
Simril F. Bryant were elected to represent the 
Presbytery on Synod’s ad interim committee. 


The amendments sent down by the Assembly 
were all approved. Attention was called to the 
Fourth Quadrennial Youth Convention to be held 
in Auburn, Ala., December 29 to 31. 


Rev. Roger E. Williams was appointed on the 
Commission on the Minister and His Work. It was 
reported that contributions from the churches for 
aiding the Pisgah Church in its building fund 
amounted to $1,126.74. 

Action of the Presbytery in its reaction to the 
possible dissolution of Snedecor Memorial Synod 
was postponed until the winter meeting. The next 
meeting of Presbytery will be in the Tuscaloosa 
First Church, January 16. 





Holston Presbytery Receives 
Three New Ministers 


At an adjourned meeting of Holston Presbytery, 
three new ministers were received. They are the 
Rev. W. A. Nicholson to the Crossnore (N. C.) 
Church, the Rev. Thomas Fry Jr., to the First 
Presbyterian Church of Bristol, Tenn., and the 
Rev. Thomas C. Rhea to the First Presbyterian 
Church of Rogersville, Tenn. 
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Smith Recovering 


The Rev. Plummer Smith who was in St. Luke’s 
Hospital, Richmond, Va., for an operation recently, 
is at home at Mission Court, 1204 Rennie Avenue, 
Richmond 27, Va., well on the road to recovery. 





Crockett Installed In 
Kansas City Church 


The Rev. Duncan R. Crockett was recently in- 
stalled at Eastminster Presbyterian Church as pastor 
of the Kansas City, Mo., church. 


The Rev. John Vanlandingham, moderator of 
Upper Missouri Presbytery, was in charge of the 
service of installation. Questions to the pastor-elect 
were propounded by the Rev. Ralph Cottier of the 
Northeast Presbyterian Church. 


Questions to the congregation were put by the 
Rev. R. Davis Thomas, pastor of Moscow Presby- 
terian Church. The pastor was charged by the Rev. 
E. T. Sturgess, pastor of Southeast Presbyterian 
Church and the congregation was charged by the 
Rev. Lennox Crockett, Sweet Springs Presbyterian 


Church. 





Officers Installed At 
Hampden-Sidney 
College Church 


College Church, Hampden-Sidney, Va., recently 
installed the following church officers after they 
were duly elected and examined by the congregation. 


Elders: John H. Allen, J. Bovd Bagby and H. 
B. Overcash. Deacons: J. D. Dishman, Roy T. 
Love, Paul L. Grier, P. H. Ropp and F. W. 
Spindler. Previously ordained as deacons in other 
churches and installed in the service were G. S. 


Proctor and J. W. Whitted. 





Radio Talks On The Bible 


The Mutual Broadcasting Company has invited 
Dr. Francis Carr Stifler, Secretary for Public Re- 
lations of the American Bible Society, for the fifth 
successive season to speak on the Bible over the 
facilities of its coast-to-coast network. In Mutual’s 
popular program entitled “Faith In Our Time” 
heard Monday through Friday, at 10:15 to 10:30 
a.m., E.S.T., Dr. Stifler will be heard on Tuesdays 
beginning December 5 through January 30. His 
themes will be: 


December 5, “Bibles for Korea” 
December 12, “Have You Thought of Giving 


a Bible?” 
December 19, “The Bible for Our Fighting 
Men” 
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December 26, “After Christmas What?” 
January 2, “The Bible Through the Centuries” 
January 9, “Reading the Bible” 

January 16, “Living the Bible” 

January 23, “Sharing the Bible” 

January 30, “The Bible in Communist China” 


Dr. Stifler will be heard on WOR in New York 
on the four Sundays of January on the well-known 
morning program, “Radio Chapel,” heard from 
a to 10 o'clock. His themes on this program will 
e: 
January 7, “The Bible—A World Institution” 
January 14, “Making the Bible Your Own” 
January 21, “Beginning Again in Korea” 
January 28, “Blessed Book Agents” 





Ten Reasons For A 
Family Altar 


It will sweeten home life and enrich home re- 
lationship as nothing else can do. 


It will dissolve all misunderstanding and relieve 
all friction that may enter the home. 


It will hold our boys and girls to the Christian 
ideal and determine their lasting welfare. 


It will send us forth to our work for the day, in 
school, home, office, store and factory, true to do our 
best and determined in what we do to glorify God. 


It will give strength to meet bravely any disap- 
pointments and adversities as they come. 


It will make us conscious through the day of the 
attending presence of a divine Friend and Helper. 


It will hallow our friendship with our guests in 
the home. 


It will reinforce the influence and work of the 
church, the church school, and agencies helping to 
establish the Christian ideal throughout the world. 


It will encourage other homes to make a place 


for Christ and the church. 


It will honor our Father above and express our 
gratitude for His mercy and blessing. 





D. Grier Martin 


D. Grier Martin To Become 
Davidson Treasurer In Spring; 
Jackson To Retire After 37 Years 


After 37 years service as treasurer of Davidson 
College, Dr. Frank Lee Jackson will retire some- 
time in 1951. The trustees have elected D. Grier 
Martin of Bristol, Va., to succeed him. 


Mr. Martin, a textile executive and vice chairman 
of the board of deacons of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Bristol, will assume his duties at David- 
son in the spring. During 1933-36, following study- 
ing at Davidson and Emory University, he was 
alumni secretary at Davidson. 


Mr. Jackson, who is clerk of the session in the 
Davidson Presbyterian Church, is a member of the 
committee on the office of the General Assembly. 
He is a trustee of the General Assembly and of the 
Presbyterian Foundation and of the North Carolina 
Textile Vocational College. 


The Davidson treasurer has served the college 
longer than any other present faculty or staff mem- 


ber. 





Sistar Succeeds Frierson 


At Palmer Orphanage 


The Rev. William C. Sistar of Atlanta, has been 
named to succeed John F. Frierson, as Superintend- 
ent of Palmer Orphanage, Columbus, Miss., and 
assumed his post December 1. 


Mr. Frierson, who recently resigned, had served 
as head of the Orphanage here for approximately 
40 years. 


F. L. Jackson 








Sherman Church 
Observes Fiftieth 
Anniversary 


Grand Avenue Presbyterian Church of Sherman, 
Tex., recently observed its 50th anniversary. Dur- 
ing October and November, various services were 
held in the church, including a week’s evangelistic 
meeting, the annual meeting of the Women of the 
Synod of Texas, an anniversary dinner and program 
and an Anniversary Day November 12. 


The church is closely related to Austin The- 
ological Seminary having been formed in the old 
Austin College chapel in 1900. Known as a “corner- 
stone of Presbyterianism in the South,” the church 
is soon to launch a building campaign. 
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Women’s Work 
“Wings For The Soul” 
Jesus And I 


I cannot do it alone: 
The waves run fast and high, 
And the fogs close chill around me 
And the light goes out in the sky; 
But I know that we two shall win 
In the end—Jesus and I. 
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Here is one who has learned “in whatsoever 
state” she is, “therewith to be content” and whose 
letters reflect the radiance of a life that is lived “in 
Him.” Married in 1921 to one of the honored 
ministers of our Church, who served faithfully for 
twenty-five years and in three different Synods; 
the mother of two children, a son and a daughter: 
invalided in 1926 with multiple sclerosis; widowed 
in 1936 when her husband was only 60; for 18 
years confined to her wheel chair; but, despite the 
pain and sorrow she has endured, not in one of the 
large number of letters written to the Board since 
she became a recipient of Ministerial Relief in 1936 
has there appeared one note of complaint, only notes 
of gratitude and gladness. “My hopes aim high, but 
I must keep them high to demand my best efforts.” 
(1943) “Oh, how can I express my deep gratitude. 
Surely it will not be wasted or squandered.” (1945) 
“My resolution this year is to pray oftener and to 
include a wider scope. I hope my voice will help 
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swell the cry.” (1947). 
“With a little extra 
strength in my fingers, 
I felt like passing this 
‘Parable fo r Summer’ 
along tovyou ... ] 
thought it cleverly 


done. God bless us all.” 
(1950). 


What would she 
have done without the 
help which the Joy 
Gift has made possible 
for her all through the 
vears? She is still in 
t he wheel - chair, and 
than ever de- 
pendent upon our gifts 


more 


“My Cup 
Runneth Over” 


Just as the Psalmist 
felt, so feels this 86 
vear-old beneficiary of 
Ministerial Relief— 
that goodness and 
mercy have followed 
her in over - flowing 
measure and that to 
her the Lord of Life 
has bee n wonderfull; 
kind. But the extra 
ordinary t hing about 
her is that she, as was 
true of the poet’s lass 
“sings in the rain.” 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














7). 


TS, 


his 


she 
the 
Toy 
ble 
the 
in 
und 
de- 
fts 


nist 
86 


ot 


and 
ved 
ing 
to 
Ate 
lly 
out 


was 
ass 


IAL 








For thirty years and in far from easy pastorates in 
four separate Synods she held up encouragingly the 
hands of her husband, a lady of the Manse so loved 
by those served that even after half a century they 
come to seek her counsel and are said to regard her 
letters as a sweet benediction. They had planned a 
little home, when he retired, with a half-acre for 
flowers and vegetables. God, though, thought for 
them differently, and, just as he gave up his church, 
God called his name and took him to a higher 
service. What could she do then? She would have 
to give up the Manse, since others would be called 
to live there. Her children were far away and not 
able to come to her. If she decided to stay where she 
was, that might make it difficult for her husband’s 
successor. And so, brave little woman, at 75 she 
went the long, long miles, away from the friend- 
ships of a lifetime, to start out all anew. It’s too 
much of a story to tell—the broken hip soon after 
arriving among strangers, the crutches, the arthritis, 
the failing of her sight and hearing. But listen to 
some of the cheering notes in her letters: “Being 
free from pain lets in the full joy of knowing how 
kindness is about us through His love”; “It is not 
often I do not see the sun shine or hear the birds 
sing, for I see and hear so much”; “The doctors 
tell me the only safe thing for me is to learn to live 
as I am There is no cure, but the Great 
Physician will give me strength and let me laugh for 
those around me’’; “I am ashamed to have written 
so poorly trying to express the peace and joy that 
live within me. To have been remembered with the 
Joy Gift means so much to one shut in as I am. My 
cup is full. Indeed it runneth over.” 


Maybe what we give as a Joy Gift this year will 
make other beneficiaries of Ministerial Relief able 
to say that “peace and joy” live within them, that 
their cups overflow. Let us hope so! 


The 653 beneficiaries of Ministerial Relief, and 
annuitants whose low annuities must be supplemen- 
ted if they are not to experience tragic hardship 
count on your Joy Gift for the food they eat, the 
clothes they wear, the homes in which they live, the 
medicines they must buy, the glasses which have to 
be changed, the expenses of hospitalization, even for 
the costs entailed when they enter the Many Man- 
sions of the Father. In far more ways than you 
know, your Joy Gift indeed is life to them. 


Who are these 653? Well, one of them may be 
the one who ministered to you when you were young, 
who dedicated you to God in the rite of baptism 
when your parents, at whose wedding he may have 
officiated, came and brought you in their arms and 
took a solemn vow to bring you up as a child 
dedicated to God. 


Maybe it was he who visited in your home when 
there was sickness and prayed that it might please 
God to raise up unto health those whom you loved. 
Then when the angel of death knocked, it was this 
one who came as your minister, comforting your 
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heart, and, even as his own heart ached, committing 
to the keeping of God those whom he also loved. 


And now he is old, his speech fails, his steps 
falter, and he awaits the call to the city whose 
maker is God. But he never received much pay in 
terms of money, and most of what he got was con- 
sumed in living. 

The rest he gave away, never seeming able to 
turn away from his doorway a man who was 
hungry. What is he going to live on in his retire- 
ment years? The best period of his life he gave 
(GAVE, mind you!) to the Church. 


What will the Church do for him in the time of 
old age? The Joy Gift is your answer. It is the 
proof that the Church is willing to do for those in 
the years of their weakness who in the years of 
their strength did much for the Church. It is 
gratitude clothed in helpful action. 


Not all of the 653 are former ministers. Some 
are widows of ministers; some are orphans of minis- 
ters who would be self-sustaining had not they had 
the care of their aged and infirm parents to consume 
their years for training for productive careers; and 
some are lay missionaries who labored in the moun- 
tain areas or in the disadvantaged sections of large 
cities, spending themselves devotedly in the un- 
ordained service of the Church. 


And who shall say to whom the Church owes 
more—to the ministers or those of the ministers’ 
homes who were ministering spirits? Surely it owes 
a debt to those who sought to bring the redeeming 
word to the underprivileged, whether of the city 
streets or the mountain areas. 

Because they received but little in material com- 
pensation, they, too, must look to you and count 
upon your Joy Gift. It will need to be large, if they 
are not to be deprived of the very necessities. 


Did you ever stop to think how much it would 
take to provide the minimum amount for 653 of 
these faithful retired and aged servants of the 
Church? Suppose each should be sent but $50 per 
month (and who in these days of high prices could 
live on so little? ) 


Then the Board of Annuities and Relief would 
have to have a total of $391,800 per year, and that 
would make no provision for operating costs. It 
requires a large amount to care for those who once 
bore the burden of ministering to their day, but 


who now must depend upon us to make provision for 
their needs. 


Whatever, though, the sum that it takes. that 
sum will be provided. A Church that is truly grate- 
ful will surely see to that. But you, ves YOU are 
the Church. YOU, then, must see to it. And you 
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MY LIFE IN THE CONVENT 
A BOOK OF FACTS 


A detailed description of black nunnery in Bristol. Twenty- 
four great chapters. Margaret Shepherd, escaped nun, de- 
scribes in detail the terrible experience of helpless and de- 
fenseless girls within the high stone walls of Bristol Con- 
vent. The most terrible revelations every recorded. 


OVER 6,000,000 COPIES PRINTED 


The most extensively read book on the papal curse. No book 
like this in print! Read this frightful, heart-breaking story 
and learn the truth concerning convent life. 258 burning 
pages. Postpaid only $1.50. The edition is limited ... so order 
at once. 


Gospel Art Shoppe, Dept. SP-12, Rowan, lowa. 








Rome C suldn t 2 
But God Did! 


3 Roman Catholic pricsts— discovered 
they were unsaved God did for 
them what Rome could not. Now, 
saved and re-cducated, they have a 
story that will thrill your people 


WRITE FOR OPEN DATES TO: 
CHRIST'S MISSION, INC. 


160 Fifth Ave. Dept. SP - New York 10, N. Y. 











Write For Our New 1951 Catalogue 
Of Evangelical Books 
Sent Free On Request 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 





— Back Reviews —— 


Books reviewed or advertised in The Journal may be orderes 
from The Southern Presbyterian Journal Book Department 
Weaverville, N. C. 


HEART THROBS FROM THE BENCH, by 
Miniter L. Wilson. Christopher Publishing House. 
$3. This volume, written by a former judge of the 
17th Judicial Circuit of West Virginia, contains a 
number of messages delivered from the bench be- 
tween 1937 and 1945 


The subjects dealt with concern matters of po- 
litical, civic, domestic, national and international 
significence. On most of the moral issues raised, 
the judge takes the view acceptable to the Christian 
viewpoint. Some of the messages are almost like 
sermons, although no Biblical text is cited. 


The most objectional statements in the book are 
found on page 174, where the author assumes the 
evolutionary development of man—that man_ has 
risen to his present state by lifting himself out of 
his original ignorance. Some other factual mistakes 


occur elsewhere. 


As representing the better side of Americat 
jurisprudence this volume will doubtless appeal t 
many. ‘The judge is certainly on the side of law 
and order, not merely legally so, but from th 
heart. -Wick Broomall. 


OUR JERUSALEM, by Bertha Stafford Vester. 
Doubleday and Company. $4. This is the story of a 
life, that of the author, and the story of the Ameri- 
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can colony in Jerusalem for the past 60 years. Mrs. 
Vester was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. G. 
Stafford of Chicago, Ill., founders of the colony. 
Mr. Stafford is better known as the author of the 
well loved hymn ‘‘When Peace Like a River,” al- 
though as a Christian he rejected the doctrine of 
the wrath of God and an eternal Hell. 

The American colony is a combination of educa- 
tion, medical care and general social service for the 
many racial groups in and around Jerusalem. A 
long array of American tourists, scholars and church- 
men as well as European military leaders and arch- 
aelogists have been visitors and Mrs. Vester’s re- 
memberances of them are interesting. 

Scarcely any attention has been given to the most 
spiritual matters of Christian faith. It would appear 
that biographical material has been carefully pre- 
served and written in readable form but the colony 
has existed and does exist for the material and social 
betterment and for these solely. 

It has reading value fo those interested in living 
conditions in this ancient city and how Americans 
have adapted themselves to strange and often un- 
palatable circumstances. 





EXPOSITION OF GENESIS, by H. C. Leupold. 
Baker Book House. Two J olumes. $7. This work 
on Genesis, originally published in 1942 is now in 
the 1950 edition. The mechanical features of these 
two volumes are praiseworthy. The type is large 
and clear; the binding is strong and durable. At 
the top of each page is found the section being dealt 
with in the comments below. The verses from 
Genesis are printed in bold-face type. 

Several factors regarding this exposition should 
be noted. 

I. It is conservative in scholarship and outlook. 
Most commentaries on Genesis are largely from the 
liberal viewpoint. This exposition will therefore be 
the more a distinct contribution to the conservative 
literature on the Bible. 


II. The author’s method is a cross between the 
scholarly and the devotional. Critical questions are 
dealt with, but the author does not fill his exposi- 
tion with a catalog of the views of scholars. 

Like A. T. Robertson’s Word Pictures in the 
New Testament, this work gives us an independent 
translation of the Hebrew text and useful comments 
on Hebrew words (transliterated) and grammar 
and syntax. This will be a good set to use if one, 
not knowing too much Hebrew, desires to consult 
the original words of Scriptures. 

III. Dr. Leupold deals fairly with questions of 
interpretation. It is impossible, of course, to suppose 
that all conservatives will agree with his interpreta- 
tions. No one writing on such a difficult book as 
Genesis could expect unanimous agreement even 
among conservatives. But it will readily be seen that 
Dr. Leupold stands on the same foundation as belie- 
ing scholarship down through the ages. 


DECEMBER 6, 1950 


It is hoped that this exposition will be widely 
used. Surely it is not too much to hope that con- 
servative scholarship, either individually or collec- 
tively, will produce in the next few years exposi- 
tions of this type on all the books of the Old Testa- 
ment. —Wick Broomall. 





Christmas Gift 
Books 


GREAT PULPIT MASTERS IN 
FOUR VOLUMES. $2.25 Each. 


Dwight L. Moody. 
Charles H. Spurgeon. 
R. A. Torrey. 

Sam Jones. 


MR. JONES, MEET THE 
MASTER. $2.50. 

The Sermons And Prayers 

Of Peter Marshall. 
THE HOME BEAUTIFUL. $2. 
By J. R. Miller. 


Expressing Inner Beauty 
In The Home Life. 


BESIDE THE HEARTHSTONE. $1. 
By Robert A. Lapsley. 


Making The Home Beautiful 
And Safe. 


THEREFORE STAND. $3. 
By Wilbur M. Smith. 


An Earnest Plea 
For The Faith. 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
FOR 1951. $2.75. 
By Wilbur M. Smith. 

Famous And Faithful Sunday 

School Lessons. 
REPORT TO PROTESTANTS. $3. 
By Marcus Bach. 


THE LITTLE JETTS’ BIBLE. $1.50. 
By Wade C. Smith. 


THE LITTLE JETTS’ NEW 
TESTAMENT. $1.50. 
By Wade C. Smith. 


AMERICAN FREEDOM AND 
CATHOLIC POWER. $3.50. 
By Paul Blanshard. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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TO THAT HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT 
LOOKING FOR A COLLEGE... 


Why Not A Presbyterian College? 


WISE PARENTS AND THOUGATFUL STUDENTS 
BEFORE MAKING A DECISION WILL 
® Visit the college 
® Meet some of the officials, faculty, and students 
® Study the catalogue 
® Make sure that the college furnishes first-rate education 
® Determine if the campus is the kind of place where 
full-rounded growth may take place 
WHILE YOU’RE THINKING ABOUT IT, WHY 
NOT VISIT A PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE? 


Take a look sy en 
\ i 
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Presbyterian Educational Association Of The South 


Hunter B. Blakely ... Secretary 
Box 1176 


Richmond ... Virginia 


Write for Presbyterian Competitive Scholarship Blank 
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